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ABSTRACT

Fusion science attracts a lot of attention today because of associa-
ted hopes for a carbon-free energy source. It is mostly known throu-
gh the International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER), a
testing facility being built in Southern France. Less well known is
the fact that the first explorations into fusion - the combination of
atomic nuclei to release more energy - were carried out as early as
the 1950s. Even less well known is the fact that the CERN laboratory
in Geneva set up a study group on the subject in 1958 in response
to the hopes that had been pinned on fusion science. Then as now,
researchers sought to create an artificial fusion reaction as a basis
for energy production to meet rising consumption.

Using the example of CERN’s study group, this talk looks at the pio-
neering phase of fusion science and the hopes it raised. It illustrates
the difficulties in coordinating between various research teams and
integrating different experimental approaches when (peaceful)
fusion research was still an emerging field. The talk aims to invite
discussion both on the nature of scientific cooperation at the begin-
ning of European integration and on the problem of postponing
technical solutions into the future.
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