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The s t ructure– 4 sec t ions

SpeakingWritingReadingListening



Structure

5

Listening: 

✗ 4 sec t i on s

✗ 40 ques t i ons

✗ Di f f e r en t  ques t i on  t ypes



Structure
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✗ 3  pas sages  ( t ex t s )

✗ 40 ques t i ons

✗ Di f f e r en t  ques t i on  t ypes

Reading:



Structure
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✗ Tas k  1  - desc r i p t i on ,  150 
words

✗ Tas k  2  – d i s cus s i on ,  250 
words

Writing: 2 tasks



Structure
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✗ Par t s  1  &  3  – you  an swer  
ques t i ons

✗ Par t  2  – you  speak  abou t  
a  top i c  t he  exami ne r  
g i v e s  you

Speaking: 3 parts

B a c k  t o  
c o n t e n t s



Organisation
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On the day 
of the 
written test

Listening

Reading

Writ ing
10



Before OR 
on the day 
of the 
written test 

The Speaking 
test

11B a c k  t o  
c o n t e n t s



The 
answer 
sheets
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Listening
ANSWER SHEET

You transfer your
answers here AT THE END 
of  the L i s tening sect ion
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Reading
ANSWER SHEET

You transfer your
answers here AS YOU 
READ
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Writing
ANSWER SHEET

You wr i te your tasks
here

B a c k  t o  
c o n t e n t s
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Timing
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Listening: 30mins +  
10mins*

to transfer answers to 
answer sheet

With 30% extra t ime   
you have *13mins



Timing
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Reading: 60mins *

(NO extra transfer 
t ime)

With 30% extra t ime   
you have *78mins



Timing
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Writing: 60mins *

With 30% extra t ime   
you have *78mins



Timing
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Speaking: 11-14mins

B a c k  t o  
c o n t e n t s
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The  I E LTS  r e s u l t :  
B and s 0  t o  9

•Good user7

•Competent user6

•Modest user5
https://www.ielts.org/for-test-takers/how-ielts-is-scored

Some descr ipt ions

https://www.ielts.org/for-test-takers/how-ielts-is-scored


T h e  I E L T S  b a n d  s c o r e :  a n  o v e r a l l
a v e r a g e o f  t h e  r e s u l t s o f…

Speaking

+
Writing

+
Reading

+
Listening

+

= total band score   …5 5.5

https://www.ielts.org/for-organisations/ielts-scoring-in-detail

https://www.ielts.org/for-organisations/ielts-scoring-in-detail


How  m a n y c o r r e c t a n s w e r s t o  g e t
t h e  b a n d  I  w a n t ?  

L i s t en ing
I ELTS
Band

516/40 15/40

Read i ng

https://www.ielts.org/for-organisations/ielts-scoring-in-detail

Some examp le s

23/40 6 23/40

Remember!

Examiner s g i v e you a
band  s co r e  fo r  
Wr i t i ng and  Speak i ng
based on  spec i f i c
a s se s smen t c r i t e r i a

*20/40=5.5

*

https://www.ielts.org/for-organisations/ielts-scoring-in-detail


I E LTS  o v e r a l l b a nd  s c o r i n g

Listening Reading Writing Speaking Mathematical 
Average Band 

score

5.5 5.5 4.0 6.0 5.25 5.5

5.5 5.5 4.5 5.0 5.125 5.0

https://www.ielts.org/for-organisations/ielts-scoring-in-detail

Some examp le s

https://www.ielts.org/for-organisations/ielts-scoring-in-detail
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Writing: 4 assessment cr i ter ia
✗ Tas k  Ach i evement  ( fo r  Tas k  1 )  

Tas k  Response  ( fo r  Tas k  2 )

✗ Coher ence  and  Cohes i on

✗ Lex i ca l  Re sou r ce

✗ Grammat i ca l  Range  and  Accu racy

https://www.ielts.org/for-organisations/ielts-scoring-in-detail

D o w n l o a d  t h e  c r i t e r i a d e t a i l s @  t h i s l i n k  

https://www.ielts.org/for-organisations/ielts-scoring-in-detail
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Speaking: 4 assessment cr i ter ia

✗ F l uency and  Cohe r ence

✗ Lex i ca l  Resou r ce

✗ Grammat i ca l  Range  and  Accu racy

✗ Pronunc i a t i on

https://www.ielts.org/for-organisations/ielts-scoring-in-detail

D o w n l o a d  t h e  c r i t e r i a d e t a i l s @  t h i s l i n k  

https://www.ielts.org/for-organisations/ielts-scoring-in-detail


For info & practice – official sources

https://ielts.idp.com/

https://www.ielts.org/

https://www.youtube.com/ieltsofficial

B a c k  t o  
c o n t e n t s

https://ielts.idp.com/
https://www.youtube.com/ieltsofficial
https://www.ielts.org
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